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ACCORD

CATHOLIC MARRIAGE CARE SERVICE ‘




CONGRATULATIONS

We would like to congratulate you both as you set out on this
wonderful journey and commitment together. Your journey towards
marriage began the day you first met.

ACCORD believes in Marriage. For over fifty years we have been helping
couples to prepare together with your priests for Marriage.

As you make plans for your wedding day, booking the Church and a priest to
officiate at the ceremony, we advise you to book your Marriage Preparation
Course at least six months in advance of your wedding day.

MARRIAGE PRAYER CROSS OF ST. BRIGID

THE PEACE OF THE FATHER BE WITH YOU, SIOCHAIN AN ATHAR LIBH,
THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU, \ SiocHAIN CHRIOST LIBH,
THE PEACE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WITH YOU. ’ SIOCHAIN AN SPIORAID LIBH.
ALWAYS, EACH AND EVERY DAY AND NIGHT. . GACH LA AGUS OICHE.
AMEN - S AMEN
1 g

From an Irish Blessing for new brides and grooms
and the whole community in the Rite of Marriage for Ireland.



HOLIC

[l The first thing a couple need to do is to contact their local parish clergy where they live.

% They must book the Church where they wish to marry.

They must ensure they have a priest who has agreed to marry them.,

The Pre-Nuptial Enquiry Form for each person must be completed by the priest,
for which the following are required:

A new long form Baptismal Certificate issued within six months of the proposed date
of marriage from the parish of Baptism.

i (separate certificate if not recorded on baptismal certificate).

(This can be established through the traditional letters of freedom from each of the parishes the person has lived
in for six months or more since he/she was 18 years of age.

Alternatively they can ask a parent or somebody who has known them all their lives to write a letter stating their
relationship to them and that to the best of their knowledge they have never been married religiously or civilly in
any jurisdiction.

Another possibility is for the person to swear an dffidavit before a Commissioner of Oaths attesting that he/she
has never been married religiously or civilly in any jurisdiction.

It is always best to check with your local priest with regards to methods of establishing freedom to marry as
practices vary from place to place).

) SpH s where applicable need to be applied for. If either party has
been prewously mamed itis essentlal that freedom to marry be established before any marriage
arrangements can be confirmed.

It is always best to check with your local priest with regards to the regulations and practices in your own Parishes
and Dioceses with regards to planning your Marriage in the Church.



{
[

i"\{\ AW

ACCORD cares about your relationship and your future together. The marriage
preparation course we offer is designed with you in mind.

Your Marriage Preparation Course offers both of you the opportunity to reflect on
how you communicate, to explore your understanding of commitment, how to manage
conflict, how to be responsible parents and live the sacrament of marriage.

During the Marriage Preparation Programme we invite you to:
er reflecting on your relationship and your future.
respectful, confidential and fun.

s preparing for marriage




REQUIREMENTS - REPUBR

The couple must arrange to meet in person a civil registrar at least three months before
the wedding to give the required three months notice of their intention to marry

(In advance of meeting the registrar, meet one of the local clergy, book the church and know the
name of the priest (solemniser) who has agreed to celebrate the Marriage).

he Priest (solemniser) to check that details are correct.

the verbal declaration of no civil impediment not more than two days

before Marriage.

Return the signed MRF to any civil registrar no later than one month after the

wedding.

For details see www.groireland.ie



http:www.groireland.ie

CIVIL REQUIREMENTS - NORTHERN IRELAND

The couple may give a maximum of one year (but not less than a minimum of
fourteen days notice) of their intention to marry.

They must approach the local registrar in the district in which the marriage is
going to take place to obtain a Notice of Marriage Form (one for each party).

Bring at least one of the Notice of Marriage Forms to the priest (officiant) who
has agreed to marry them. He must sign the form(s) to indicate his willingness
to officiate.

Forward both signed Notice of Marriage Forms to the local registrar.

One of the parties must collect the Marriage Schedule (the document to be
signed on the day of the Marriage) from the local registrar's office. The schedule
cannot be issued more than fourteen days before the marriage and the Registrar
will advise the couple when the marriage schedule can be collected.

Bring the Marriage Schedule to the priest of the parish where the marriage
is to take place in advance of the wedding. No Marriage can take place without
this Schedule.

Return the signed Marriage Schedule to the local registrar within three days
after the wedding,

For detalls see www.groni.gov.uk

The Church requirements for getting married in the Catholic Church Abroad are similar to those in Ireland.
If you have arranged to get married abroad you should talk with your local priest about the necessary church

documents and Marriage preparation.


www.groni.gov.uk
http:officia.te
http:Marria.ge
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You can book your ACCORD Marriage '

J g | INISHOWEN |
Preparation Course by contacting any of

ETTERKENNY

i Die of Diocess of Derry, pineese of Down
the following ACCORD Centres. oces sl ST

DONEGAL [ OMAGH | T
Diocesz o :
ENNISKILLEN Archdincese  Dromore g

of Armagh DOWNPATRICK

MONAGHAN
NEWRY

Please feel free to contact us:

Diocese of :
Killal BALLINA A re
CHARLESTOWN JRES CAVAN DUNDALK
Achionry
CASTLEBAR T e, e o
SR | ONGFORD I DROGHEDA
Archdiacese of S Dilocese ol
" Tiam ROSCOMMON LI ™ Ardagh 8
MULLINGAR Clonmacnal
TUAM Diocess ol Maath -
GALWAY ATHLONE o /J_',,/"

CCORD BALLINASLOE
/- Sl NEWBRIDGE
- Jives TULLAMORE [ it Kliduri

Leighlin Harcourt St.

CATHOLIC MARRIAGE CARE SERVICE ladese of

3 & Kiftentsra Dublin
www.accord.ie d EnNNiS |
Diogese of Killaloe
www.accordni.com THURLES KILKENNY
www.gettingmarried.ie T Harmh it
TRALEE Limerick Cashel mly WEXFORD
Additional copies are : WATERFORD
available from local :'_-‘:r-;'v wof Cloyne Wateelord & Lismore :
ACCORD Centres. F
Diacese of Kerry [" Y
ACCORD Central Office [ ‘
Columba Centre [_santay S ‘
Maynooth, Co. Kildare Cork & Ross
Tel: 01 5053112
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ACCORD, Catholic Marriage Care Service wish to thank fr fohn Gilligan and _/L/;\‘/ L
Heleng and Andrew O’Callaghan for their participation and their permission for photographs. S


http:www.gettingmarried.ie
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